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sition, the defences were taken line by line un-
til during the night of Feb. 3 the last Turks
were forced to retire, allowing the British to
occupy all of the left bank of the Hai the next
day.

The succeeding objective was the Dahra
Bend of the Tigris. By Feb. 16 the whole
Fahra Bend was cleared with a large haul of
prisoners. The right bank of the Tigris was
now in British hands as far up as the Shumran
Bend. Meanwhile, Cobbe had been making
steady headway in the Sanna-i-yat sector, hav-
ing cleared it to the sixth line, though the
Turks fought with the courage of desperation.
On Feb. 24 the assault was resumed, the sixth
line and the succeeding series of defences were
captured, and all opposition in this quarter was
definitely shattered.

The Turks, like the Germans at Beaumont
Hamel, had believed their vast system of works
impregnable. They had defended them brave-
ly but the persistence of the Anglo-Indians,
not to mention the daring of the British air-
planes, had overawed them in the end. They
beat a hasty retreat as the British gunboats
were reaching Kut. The town was reoccupied
and British honor redeemed. By this time
Marshall had worked his way up and out of the
Shumran peninsula, where he had been held,
however, long enough for the main Turkish
force to escape. The 2$th found him in full
pursuit, the fleeing enemy, harassed by the
cavalry and shelled by the British gunboats, a
maneuver which continued with intermissions,
for more than two weeks. Early on March n
the Bagdad Railway Station was being guarded
by British troops. Marshall, on the other
bank, was driving all before him, and by dawn
of the same day was in possession of the Tel
Mohammed Ridge, the city's last defensive po-
sition on the left bank. Early that afternoon
he entered Bagdad and restored order.
Maude's proclamation of the same date called
upon the people to follow the example of the
natives of Hejaz by throwing off Turkish
tyranny, with the suggestion that they 'partici-
pate hi the management of their own civil af-
fairs.' On March 14 the Turkish rear made its
final stand at Mushaidie, about 20 m. n., and
was routed. By the i6th the Turks, according
to air reports, were scattered far to the north.
The balance of the month was consumed work-
ing up the Diala, to the headwaters of which
the Russians were fast advancing by way of
Kermanshah. From Dec. 13, 1916, to March
31,1917, almost 8,000 Turks were taken and a
vast quantity of stores, but the Turkish mili-
tary power, though disorganized in several of

its units, was still to be reckoned with. General
Maude established contact with General Bara-
tov on April 2, 1917. Anticipating this event,
a general advance had been under way since
March 31, and now that the British right was
secured by the Russians on the Diala, on April
12, Maude started clearing the Bagdad Rail-
way, marching astride the river towards Sam-
ara, the next important town. Meanwhile the
Thirteenth Turkish Corps, which had been re-
tiring before the Russians, became a menace
which could not be ignored. A British column
engaged it near Deli Abbas and put it to rout,
occupying the town on the same day (April 15).
The main army of the right, at this juncture,
was being held by the Eighteenth Turkish
Corps, another border army, which was defeat-
ed April 30. The advance on both banks of the
Tigris could now be resumed. A vigorous at-
tack, first on the north and then on the south
compelled the enemy to withdraw on the morn-
ing of April 22. Later on the same day tht
British caught up with them and inflicted a de-
cisive defeat. During the foregoing phase of
the campaign Maude had taken some 3,000
prisoners, but more important still had put out
of action two Turkish Corps. The excessive
heat of the Mesopotamian summer now caused
a lull broken momentarily when it was learned
that the Russians contemplated withdrawing
from the Diala district. Ramadie was the next
objective. Dust storms prevented an immedi-
ate attack, however, and when it became pos-
sible to attempt an assault, the Turks were
found to be heavily reinforced. The reduction
of the town had therefore to await a general
offensive (Sept. 26). By a cleverly executed
turning movement, made possible by the lack
of enemy aircraft, the Turkish force was suc-
cessfully hemmed in (Sept. 28). Ahmed Bey,
his staff, and 3,500 men surrendered.
The capture of Ramadie extended the Brit-
ish control of the Euphrates-Tigris basin and
commanded the Aleppo caravan route. Undis-
couraged by the loss of Russian support,
Maude now swung north again and renewed
his clearing operations above Samara. The
Turks were defeated and compelled to fall back
on Mosul, their main base. The Russian col-
lapse now seriously threatened the British on
the n. and n.e. and made further advance in-
advisable for the present. Maude proved him-
self a cautious leader as well as an able strate-
gist to the very end of his career. As Jaffa fell
to Allenby (see below), he was carried off by
cholera (Nov. 18,1917). General Marshall suc-
ceeded to his command on Nov. 24.
General Sir Stanley Maude had achieved the